








“ Nothing extenuate, nor setidown aught in Malice.” 


ASSIZE WEEK. 





No.38. NORWICH, Tuesday, August 1th, 1827. 2d. 





DOUBLE NUMBER. 


Arter a lapse of a few weeks, we are called upon to resume our 
strictures on the Drama, previous to which, it may be necessary to 
offer some remarks on the singularity of having a round of varied 
amusements, during the setting of the Judges. We are not aware of 
any other County ‘Town oe the example of Norwich. The 
Assize Week in other places is rather a week of mourning than that 
of festivity. With the system that is pursued here we can have no 
business, but we may be allowed to observe that we do not view such 
amusements with a fastidious eye, because we are of opinion that a 

neral gaol delivery, is a subject that al? ought to rejoice at, seeing 
that the innocent man confined under suspicion of crime, has the 
opportunity to prove his innocence and cover his accusers with shame ; 
whilst the guilty man is at once released from the horrors of suspense, 
and knows his fate, and the public, by the example which is made, 
are taught to venerate the laws, which affords them protection against 
depredators of every class and degree. Previously to offering our 
Theatrical Critique on Monday Night's performances, we will 
ably to our promise, give a slight sketel of Ranelagh Gardens. 


—w ocho 


BATILAGE GADBDAIPS. 


It was not until these last twenty-five years that these Gardens be- 
came the resort of company in the summer season ; previous. to the 
removal of the Pantheon from Quantrill’s Gardens, near the river, they 
were but little noticed; but under the excellent of 
Mr. Neach, they soon rose into deserved reputation, and for many 
years attracted company of the first order. We remember the days 
of the facetious To end, Incledon, and the admirable Mrs. Bland. 
‘The orchestra in the Gardens, com of a Military Band of more 
than thirty performers, and in the Pantheon with wind and stringed 
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instruments of not less than fifty, led by some of the first masters of 
the time. These days have gone by, and have been followed by,otheis 
wherein outward shew have served to make up for inward worth; 
The Pantheon is a handsome building, and when lighted as it ought 
to be, and filled with jovial faces, presents a most animated scene ; 
the walks in these gardens are beautiful, but ill lighted, and the large 
space of ground at the back ofthe Pantheon, is uselessly taken up by 
the rubbish of a Kitchen Garden, instead of being laid out in an Am- 
phitheatrical form, for the exhibition of rustic sports, ora fete cham- 
peétre. ‘jhe space allotted for Fire Works is extremely contracted, 
and trumpery in the extreme, as well as the Pigeon Locker into which 
some three or four Sicilian minstrels are crammed ; if an entrench- 
ment was thrown up about twenty yards from behind the Fire-Work 
Green, and a castellated front raised cf wood-work, after the manner 
of the Moorish Tower, at Vauxhall, with a maroon battery on either 
side, it would have a fine and imposing effect, and from the bar at the 
entrance of the Gardens, arope might be ran to the top,on which 
the ascent could be made, The whole expense would not exceed 
-Fifty Pounds, and the novelty of the exhibition would add Three Hun- 
dred Pounds to the Exchequer of the concern, 

Mr. Fincu, the late spirited occupier of these Gardens, laid out an 
immense sum about what he called “ beautifying the place,” but with 
the exception of a gilded Lion rampant stuck up to the right of the 
Pigeon Locker, gravelling the walks,and erecting a parcel ot barber's 
— crossed on the top for the purpose of suspending variegated 
amps, we know of nothing else he did worth speaking of; yet we 
are bound to add that the system of lighting up the whole space of 
ground was extremely tasteful, and generally speaking, the whole 
arrangement as to the singing,and musical department, &c., reflected 
upon hima high degree of credit. Unfortunately there is so little of 
pom spirit to aid the views of an enterprising man, in what he would 

e disposed to do, and the thirst after novelty so great, that a tenant 
would pause before he embarked a capital of consideration in a con- 
eern that mzght be swaliowed up the first rainy season. We are 
assured that Mr. Finch lost several hundred pounds in the Festival 
Week, three years ago, and the unfavourable state of the weather in 
the Assize-W eek of that year, added still more to his losses. It ap- 
pears from all that we can learn, that the proprietor has never on one 
occasion done any thing to aid the exertions of his ‘ienants, “ ‘There 
are the Gardens, and that is my price, and you must sell my porter.” 
It is a Brewer's house, and our readers know well enough what we 
mean by that. ‘There used to be vai years ago a public place of 
amusement, adjoining the river, near Mr. Herring's in King-Street, 
the spot of ground was lovely in the extreme, it was from them the 
Pantheon was removed... 

Baliet Spectacle, Ora” stage removable at pleasure, or converted 
intoan Orehestva, wes-one of the leading amusements, and en some 
oceasions 9. grand, Masqued Ball was given, when :the weather 


permitted, in the opemair, and on the banks of the river, which on’ : 
those occasions! were: lined. with gay pleasure boats, resembling a: «! 
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Venetian Carnival The population of our city has doubled itself 
sinee the above period, and we do not hesitate to declare, that if'a 
liberal Proprietor of Ranelagh, would go hand in hand with an equally 
spirited Tenant, these Gardens might be kept open fora month, inthe 
summer, and with a certainty (occasionally changing the perform- 
ances) of very considerable profits. As the matter now stands, the 
only chance of a bare existence throughout the year, is what may be 
gained by the finenes of the weather, during the short space of one 
solitary week out of fifty-two! The present tenants, who are respect- 
able men, are fully aware of the truth of our observations, and 
they quit the premises at Michaelmas, after holding them only one 

ear! We hope their successors will neither be niggardly or profuse 
in their improvements ; novelty is much required, without which, we 
predict that no individual or set of men can redeem this place from 
the utter ruin which must inevitably fall upon it, 


As we shall have published this number about the time at which 
the Gardens are open for the first night, it will be our province to 
notice the proceedings there in our number for Thursday, and con- 
fine ourselves to last nivhts Review of the Drama. The perform- 
ances being the Musical play of the Slave, with the farce of the Wea- 
thercock, introducing for the third time, in three interregnums, the 
famed MR.OSBALDISTON. We ‘do not complain of this gentle- 
man’s making the most of his Talent ; if a farmer sends a load of 
hay to Hing'.am, and cannot sell itfor his price at that market, he 
will try to get rid of it at Norwich. If Mr. Osbaldiston cannot find 
a Manager in the Western part of England to give a sufficient sum 
for liis ‘Tragic powers, he has a right to carry them where he pleases, 
and if the public have bought a bad bargain they must put up with 
the loss; every thing is a decided Ait in Theatrical slang, and judging 
from the appearance of our ‘Theatre, at almost any other time than in 
a popular benefit night, or an Assize Week, one would say that the 
Manager had hit the public so hard, that he had fairly hit them out of 
thering. Hits are pleasant enough to the givers, but very disagree- 
able to the sufferers. Nothing smells so bad in the nostrils as to be 


obliged to swallow that which we cennot digest. 
—0+<ES>< Ho 
RICHMOND HILL. 


These Gardens are also open for varied amusements—The spot 
chosen for their exhibition, is or picturesque and grand ; the 
fallen down old. city wall is replaced by a temporary sereen, which 
takes:away much of the romantic beauty attached'to these grounds. 
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‘ éy él Fong celebrated as an Artiste, is en ‘to perform | mot 
ie thd Weldk + the price of cdinitsiee cde shilling. | Ot 
We shall. in the number for Thursday, Review these perforrian- | iw 
ces. ‘The fireworks are always fat superior in these Gardens to 0! 
those, of Ranelagh); in the latter place we are smothered with J (ii 
smoke, and the machinery is badly managed. 
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rd me 1 ah OF AN 69d7 T 
Oration: Extraordinary, delivered by Magnus Manigorum, Esq, i 
M to *eo0?% ON MONDAY: LASt,) to 
waveal to s 
|) SEROM HIS THESPIAN CAR. . 


Laptgs aNd GENTLEMEN,—Accustomed.as I am to appear be- £ 
fore you, I yet feel that embarrassment, which ought only to be Jo; 
apparent in young speakers; but I trust the improvements in our f 14 
future management, will amply compensate for any deficiency I 8 
may make in this address. You must be well aware, our Jast sea- 
son was 2 most distressing one ; for gentlemen in our profession 
are i!l calculated to receive unmoved, any satirical remarks. The } 
facetious Editor of the Observer, has showered his ridicule with 1 
such an unsparing hand, that had Pandora’s Box been opened upon 
us, its influence could not have been more banefal. We have tried 
7m vain to treat it. with contempt; we have acted in opposition to 
‘its dictates without success; and unless we alter materially our 
hitherto despotic system, all our wishes for future greatness, must 
inevitably meet that disappointment and chagrin, we have already 
experienced. I have prepared a list, Ladies and Gentlemen, of our 
intended improvements, which I trust will meet your approbation, 
(a roll of parchment was here  abecings by Light Comedy , signed, 
sealed, and stamped,) the fol 


Splendin Improvements !!! 


Ist.—That the non-descript palace, for disposing of tickets, be cu- : 
ly demolixhed, and all dishonorable suspicions, cancelled, 2nd, by 
That our son, be not suffered to appear in characters’ Nature has 
declared him unfit fur. 3rd.—That no Actor, or Actress, or any 
person whatsoever connected with the Theatre, he permitted 
to write for the: “Observer,” under the penalty of an Ex- 
posure, !' “4th—-That our other son be not permitted to prate in 

- othe StaGk Box, or to 's¢amper on other persons seats, to the great 
‘Oo @mpoyance, and urbance of the audience. 5th.—Should any 
) Bupentlerantyolangaage: be used, either by light comedy, or low 
a carmel SHR i ae will:meet with immediate banish- 
owrnienss odith: ndhabthe privilege of distributing Orders, benot.con- | -0 
omteH tone — but that each lady oe, gentleman beae- | -o 
mommodated ith *wo weekly; that they may bave an opportunity fy 

a pana BAY Te wainoe with pureit ith eadiloatige het 

“every accvounhwdation-ehall be made for the audienesthe'buck 1: 
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owing is a correct copy :— 








lens to 
d with 


4 


iT 
by Esq, 


ar be- 
to be 
in our 
ney [ 
t sea- 
SSion 

The 
with 
upon 
tried 
on to 
y our 
must 
eady 
f our 
tion, 
ned, 


cu. 
dnd, 
has 
any 
ted 
Ex- 
> in 
‘eat 
an 
* 
sh- 
pn- 
ic- 
ity 
hat 
ck 


domwére 


7 


meats:in the upper circle altered—the tieket system abolishe 
Officets placed in the gallery to, prevent uproar.--Th¢ compat 


jacthe $aLOon to be more select, &e. &c. &e, i Ibede oW 
, “Witness our hands this 6th day of August, A, Dile2T. 25. 
ee D Magnus Manigorum and Gol! 


Witness—I aertes Lightfoot, 
Light Comedian, 

The above being handed round, Magnus again resumed his Ora- 
tian :—These alterations, Ladies and Gentlemen, I have no doubt 
will insure me the success I solicit. One thing\yetremains: Ihave 
to apologize for the indifference and carelessness of Mr. B. at the: 
cldse of the lagt,seasgn,’who had then an idea of leaving this com- 
pany ; but his“ feelings of gratitude to a Norwich budience,” have 
cme been paramount 'to the allurement of a sister island! I have 
“in consequence, béeti under the necessity of puffing him up, by 
"'Piving twenty-five notes of astonishment to his name! which you 
‘all know is a monstrous incom of “gag,” and well worthy the ac- 
“tions of a “ Weathercock.” 


MONDAY NIGHTS PERFORMANCE, August 6th, 1827. 
The Musical Play of the Slave, withthe Farce of the Weathercock. 


. Had we been ever so ably disposed, to write:a critique doing full justice to this 
beautiful Play, we shonid have completely tailed in our duty, from the strong marks 
of public disapprobation that.were manifested towards, Mr Osbaldiston, who made 





_ his appearance here in the character of Gambia,’a part ‘in which he has displayed 


talents of rather a superior order to the generality of provincial Actors. Mr Os- 
baldiston’s reception Was in the first instance flatteriny, but at this period the hoyse 
was remarkably thia, At half price a considerable influx of visitors took place, and 
then began “the row—from this period to the close of the play ‘the performance 
was mere dumb shew, the opponents of Mr Osbaldiston were far myre numerous 
than his friends, and ‘the words, * Ingrate ” and no “ Ingratitude” Off, Off, were 
sufficiently audible, and no doubt paintal to his feelings and mortitying to his pride. 
Finding himself thus assailed he came forward to the front ot the stage, and ad- 
dressed the andicncefin nearly the following words :— 

* To those Ladies and Gentlemen who have honoured me with their applause, 
I return them my most grateful and heart-felt thanks ; and to those who arc inimi- 
cable tomy return to the Norwich boards, I cannot feel their censure because f an 


_ ignorant of the cause thereof.” —This gentleman proved himselfan able tactician, tor 
he chose the very precise period when he thought it would avail his case, viz:—a few 


moments preceding Miss Melville’s song, “* Pity and protect the Slave,’ we could 
not help feeling distressed at theemotion displayed by this lady, it certainly placed 
her under a“ most'peculiar statejof embarrassment,; As Mr. Osbaldiston says he is 
ignorant of the “ cause for censure,’’ we will tell him what we have heard. The 
Norwich play-going folks accuse: this-gentleman of Ingratitude in having teft them 
on two several occasions after they had showered upon hit tot only praise amount- 
inginearly to bepout i butliad yah ty seach substantial aid athis benefits as = 
never bestowed on any otlier individual, They now say,“ you were en ged pet 
Bath Theatre, it is true, at an increase ot salary, but 7 Prafald hat cht baa 
sum of £160 at the close of a Season there as you fad’ here} you went to Bath 
and met with a very different reception to what-you expected |; you played ania fice 
s ourself ¥ iththe 


nights throughout your engagement, i B 

~( Haymarket Menagement, and there agai, ou mete degea fh ; and Hdw you 
-o fine yenrenl upon the favour of a Norwich audieace Ont f 

ys) ehey say. besid 
yy 


the third: time ! 

Vat Unracres rooghout your last Campaign, gpd shat gtwiiaranding Four 
ers t t ) wit 0 

ition which Greveuted my the planar. of ia ariny yous Yetiehey 
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THEATRE ROYAL. 


a 


On Tuesday, the 7th of August, 1827, will be performed a Nau- 
tical Drama,-(never acted here), called, 


TERA TING 


DUTCHMAN; 


Or, The Phantom Ship. 


“ The FLYING DU'PCHMAN ” js said to be an Amsterdam Vesse', which about 
a Century ago sailed from that Port ; the Master’s Name was Vanderdecken, whose 








constant boast it was, that ‘‘ he always would have his way in spite ef the Devil,” _— 

Once, on doubling.the Cape, they where a whole day trying to weather Table N 
Bay, the Wind increasing a-head of them, and Vanderdecken walking the deck con- as 
tinued swearing feartully—just after sunset, he was spoke to by a vessel, who asked 


him ifhe did not mean to go into the Bay that night, to which Vunderdecken, with a 
tremendous oath, replied ** he would not, though he should beat about till the day 
of Judgment.” . Vanderdecken never did go into Table Bay, and is believed to un- 
dergo the doom he so desperately dared. -His ves: el is still seen in the Cape Sea, in 


foul weatber, sailing against the fiercest storm, with every inch of Canvass set, ‘ 
striving in vain to reach her home, or to send dispatches to relatives by other vessels. fill 
The hints upon which the Drama is founded, were taken from a short and interest- me 
ing article in Blackwood’s Magazine, from whence also the above account is ex- me 
tracted. Ni 
WITH 8a 

stt 

NEW SCENERY, DRESSES, & DECORATIONS. $0 
THE NEW SCENERY BY MR, THORNE. . 

=r tl 

Captain Peppercoal, (formerly of a Trade Ship), Mr. Beacham vf 
Lieutenaut Mowbrey, Mr. G. Smith--Tom Willis (Mate of the Enterprize Mr. Baker ti 


Mynheer Von Swiggs (Purser), Mr. Harrison—Smutta (a Slave), Mr. Hamerton 
Peter Von Bummel, (a Cockney Dutchman, a Dabbler in the Law), Mr. Sherwin 
Yoby Varnish, (his Friend, a Physical Marine Painter, and a Bear), Mr. Balls 
Vanderdecken (Captain of the Flying Datchman), Mr. Osbaldiston. 


Centinels, Sailors, Sprites of the Deep, &c. &c. 
Rockalda (an Evil Spirit of the Deep), Mrs. Balls—Lucy, Mrs. D. Smith 
Lestelle Vanhelm (with songs) Miss_ Melville. 

To conclude with the Farce of 


THE £100 NOTE. 


Montmorency, Mr. Balls - Morgan, Mr. Wharton—Janus, Mr. Beacham 
Grady O’Shocknessy, Mr. Hamerton—Mr. Paperfund, Mr. Plumer 
Bilker, Mr, Warwiek, (his;first appearance )— Billy Black, Mr. Sherwin 
Sam, Mr Harrison—Wiggins & Co., Messrs. Bryan & Nichols 
Ostler, Mr. D. Smith--W aiter, Mr. Stacey—Postboy, Mr. Bennett. 


Lady Pedigree, Mrs..Watkibson—Miss Harriet Arlington, Mrs. D. Smith 
Mrs Honoria Arlington, Mrs, Balls—Nursemaid, Miss Watkinson. 





Se ae eee eee eee 





To our Reavers AnD Connesponpents.—We solicit their friendly aid in the 
way of communications, descriptive of their visits to the various places of public 
amusement open this week} we should like something a little piquant—our task is a 
heavy one.— We will resume our remarks on Mr. Osbaldiston in our next number. 
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